TOPIC: 
Crusades A.D. 1095-1291

1. The purpose of the First Crusade was to take control of Jerusalem “the Holy Land” back from the Muslims.

They were to free the city from the wicked race (Seljuks).

2. There were four crusades.

3. First Crusade

Purpose: To conquer Jerusalem

Accomplishments: Sacked Jerusalem and killed most of the Jews and Muslims.

End Result: Reinforced the authority of the church and strengthened self-confidence of Western Europe.

Second Crusade


Purpose: To reconquer Palestinian territory taken by the Seljuks.

Accomplishments: They didn’t take back territory and were easily defeated by the Seljuks.

End Result: Loss of power, now they weren’t thought of as the superior conquerors or as the greater force.

Third Crusade


Purpose: To try to retake Jerusalem from the Muslims.


Accomplishments: They again lost to the better-trained and armed Muslims.

End Result: They didn’t win back territory but Christian pilgrims were allowed into Jerusalem. 

Fourth Crusade

Purpose: Western Europe wanted to sack the city of Constantinople.

Accomplishments: The city was sacked and the Crusaders got money to pay off large debts.

End Result: This senseless and unprovoked attack embittered the Byzantines and they were angry about it for many years after that.

4. 



The Crusades helped to break down feudalism and helped reinforce the authority of kings. Literacy and Culture were emerging along with many new ideas taken from the more advanced Byzantine and Persian empires. Serfs could advance and become artisan and craftsmen. Cities began to develop and trade flourished.

